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so frequently learned in the great
school of the Sepoy Mutiny that, in deal-
ing with an Oriental enemy, faudace!
et toujours Validate is not only the most
soldierlike but the surest road to success*
" Strike . promptly and strike hard "
should be their motto. Over and over
again have small bodies of Englishmen,
under the most desperate circumstances,
and against the most fearful odds, by
acting on this maxim, "plucked the
flower safely from the nettle danger/'
When the day comes, as come it -will,
that we Englishmen will once more have
to fight for the preservation of our Indian
Empire, the issue will only be doubtful
if timid and irresolute counsels prevent
us from putting forth the whole of our
strength at the first serious symptoms of
internal disaffection or external menace.
During the next few days the Meerut
garrison lay inert. Far from undertaking
any distant reconnaisances or making
any active efforts to restore to quiet the
surrounding districts, not even was pun-
ishment inflicted on the city or the bazars,